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BACKGROUND

MAY 2004: Recommendation to change the rule to 10 days

•voted down by Traffic and Parking Board, 6-1

•proposal was not advanced to Council

JUNE 2015: City Council directs staff review

•review to include a recommendation from the City’s Traffic and 
Parking Board

•item added to Citywide Parking Work Plan

DECEMBER 2016: Review initiated

•staff resources added to effort

•coordination with APD on enforcement data



72-HOUR ORDINANCE REVIEW PROCESS

January

•Citywide AlexEngage Questionnaire

•Traffic and Parking Board Subcommittee
•Overview & Background
•Review Enforcement Data & Questionnaire Results
•Discuss Options

February

•Citywide Outreach Meeting – February 16

•Traffic and Parking Board Subcommittee
•Report Feedback from Citywide Meeting
•Finalize Desired Option
•Strategize about Next Steps



RELEVANT CODES & ORDINANCES

•CITYCODESEC. 10-4-8 – PARKING FOR MORE THAN 72 CONTINUOUS
HOURS

•STATECODESEC. 46.2.1200 – DEFINES ABANDONED MOTOR
VEHICLES

•STATECODESEC. 46.2-1201 – PROVIDES CITY AUTHORITY TO TAKE
ABANDONED VEHICLES INTO CUSTODY

•CITYCODESEC. 5-8-21 – DEFINES ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES.

•CITYCODESEC. ς5-8-22 – AUTHORITY TO REMOVE AND IMPOUND
ABANDONED OR IMMOBILIZED VEHICLES



ENFORCEMENT DATA

2010 - 2015



CITIZEN INITIATED REPORTS VS. 
OFFICER INITIATED REPORTS

(n = 7,520)
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COMPLAINT OFFICER



CITIZEN-INITIATED COMPLAINTS BY DAY
(n = 6,454)
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REPORT RESPONSES
(n = 7,520)

17%

83%

CAR CITED OR
IMPOUNDED

CAR MOVED OR
GONE ON ARRIVAL



REPEAT OFFENDERS
AVERAGE = 1.24 REPORTS PER PLATE

MAXIMUM = 23 REPORTS FOR A SINGLE PLATE
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5,232

PLATES REPORTED 10 OR MORE TIMES

PLATES REPORTED 7-9 TIMES

PLATES REPORTED 4-6 TIMES

PLATES REPORTED 3 TIMES

PLATES REPORTED TWICE

PLATES REPORTED ONLY ONCE



REPORT HOT-SPOTS
(7,431 OF 7,520 REPORTS MATCHED; SOME PROXY ADDRESSES USED)



ALEXENGAGE

QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS



QUESTION ONE

Prior to this 
questionnaire, were 
you aware that 
Alexandria has a rule 
preventing vehicles 
from parking on-
street for over 72 
hours?

70%

30%

Yes No



QUESTION TWO

Do you ever need to 
park on-street for 
longer than 72 hours?

80%

20%

Yes

While I own a vehicle, I do not anticipate the need to
park it on a public street for more than 72 hours.

I do not own a vehicle.



QUESTION THREE

Have you ever 
contacted the 
Alexandria Police 
Department to report 
an infraction of the 
72-hour rule?

15%

14%

71%

Yes, I have contacted APD to report a 72-hour rule
infraction.

I have not but would if I believed a vehicle had
parked for over 72 hours.

I have not and would not even if I believed a vehicle
had parked for over 72 hours.



QUESTION FOUR

Have you ever 
received a citation or 
notice for a violation 
of the 72-hour rule or 
48-hour abandoned 
vehicles rule?

13%

86%

Yes No Unsure



QUESTION FIVE

Have you ever noticed 
an abandoned vehicle 
on a public street in 
Alexandria? Choose 
the statement that 
best describes you.

18%

17%
65%

I have noticed an abandoned vehicle on a public street in
Alexandria and I have reported the vehicle to the police.

I have noticed an abandoned vehicle on a public street in
Alexandria but did not report it.

I have neither noticed nor reported an abandoned vehicle on
a public street in Alexandria.



QUESTION SIX: Which of the following statements do 
you believe are true? Select all that apply.
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The 72-hour rule prioritizes parking availability over
parking convenience.

The 72-hour rule helps the City monitor and
remove abandoned vehicles.

The 72-hour rule is a burden to residents who need
to park for extended periods of time.

The 72-hour rule encourages turnover so spaces
are available.

The 72-rule is harmful for residents without
driveways or garages.

The 72-hour rule is helpful for residents without
driveways or garages.

The 72-hour rule is only enforced when a neighbor
is monopolizing a space.

Total Number of Selections



QUESTION SEVEN: The City is reviewing options for 
the 72-hour rule. Which outcomes are the most 
desirable for you? Spend your seven coins to show 
support for the outcomes you feel are best.
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Create a system where residents can register a
vehicle to park over 72 hours to accommodate

vacations and business trips.

Repeal the ordinance and use signage such as
posted weekly street sweeping to encourage

vehicle turnover.

Repeal the ordinance completely.

Amend the rules to increase the amount of time
beyond 72 hours.

Maintain the 72 hour rule as it exists today.

Total Number of Coins Spent



QUESTION EIGHT: Do you have any additional 
thoughts or comments about the 72-hour rule?

Common Themes not Addressed in Questionnaire:

•Consider different rule applications for different neighborhoods 
based on availability of garages/driveways

•Rule is not consistent with City’s multimodal vision

•Consider applying rule only to individuals without City sticker

•Individuals with more than one or two vehicles but no off-street 
parking present issues

•Common response of moving a vehicle to another spot on the 
same block doesn’t help solve anything



SUMMARY

•Residents responses in questionnaire showed 
greatest support for repealing the ordinance or 
creating a reservation system.

•Residents responses indicate an acknowledgement 
that the rule is a burden for people without 
driveways and that some individuals occasionally 
need to park for extended periods.

•Existing Code has a mechanism to address 
abandoned vehicles.



SUBCOMMITTEE DISCUSSION

•What are some of the pros and cons of the current 
ordinance?

•Based on the feedback and options discussed to 
date, what are your initial impressions about 
advancing / removing proposals on the table?



NEXT STEPS

February

•Citywide Outreach Meeting – February 16

•Traffic and Parking Board Subcommittee – February 27
•Report Feedback from Citywide Meeting
•Finalize Desired Option
•Strategize about Next Steps & Language

March

•Traffic and Parking Board Hearing – March 27

May

•City Council Legislative Meeting and Hearing



QUESTIONS / COMMENTS?
patrick.reed@alexandriava.gov

mailto:patrick.reed@alexandriava.gov

